






Nuirkb. 144. 


MERCATOR: 
OR, 
Commerce Retriched, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c. 


.* 





From Saturday, March 6. to € ttetvay, March g. 1713. 





The true Caufes of the Encreafe of the Pottugal Trade enquired into and diftinguifh'd. 

The Treaty of Commerce between England and Portugal, Anno 1703. No part of the Occafion of the 
Encreafe of the Trade to Portugal. 3 . 

The true Reafon of the Encreafe of the Trade to the Brafils, and fome Acccunt of that Encreafe. 

A Draught of the Importation of Wine from Portugal to England for four Years before, and four Years 





after the Treaty, by which it appears our Trade FROM Portugal ws not Encreafed by the Treaty any 


more than our Trade T O Portugal. ; 


os ian > 





HE lat MERC ATOR has ftated the Di- 
menfions of the Trade to Portugal for fome 
Years after the making our late Treat 
with that King ; it is hoped, we {hall 
a“ no more of our getting a Million a Year by that 
rade. 

But the MERCATOR comes now to enquire into 
the Caufes of the Encreafe of the Portugal Trade, 
that our People may be undeceiv’d in that grofs Sug- 
geftion, that the Encreafe of the Portugal Trade is ow- 
ing tothe Treaty. | 

To clear up this Difficulty, We need no more than 
to examine, whether the Trade to Portugal has not 
been an Encreafing Trade for feveral Years betore this 
Treaty, and what the real Caufes of that Encreafe have 
been ; whether thofe Caufes continuing that Trade has 
not continu’d to Encreafe every Year, and does ftill 
Encreafe, as much as it did any Year fince the faid 
Treaty ? 

The Encreafe of the Trade from Portugal to the 
Brafils has been fuch for above Twenty four Years paft, 
and is fo well knowsto all the Merchandizing part of 
the World, that nothing need be faid to_ it but this, 
That it is fuppofed at rhis time to be Encreafed to 
about twenty times as much,as it was before chat time, 
This Encreafe has been occafion’d by the New Difco- 
very of fuch inexhauftible Mines of Gold,as are become 
the World's Wonder; a Treafure, which if it did not 
fall into the Hands of the feebleft and moft impotent 
Nation,as to ambitious Defigns in Europe, might have 
been fatal to all Europe. 

The Confequence of this Difcovery of Wealth has 
Ibeen the Encreafe of People in the Brafils in a prodi- 
itious Manner, the Enriching all thofe People, and 
their changing their Way of living, from a Mean toa 
§ plendid and Liberal Equipage and Expence, even to 
F’rofufion. @hig has made their Demands of all kinds 
af European Goods for their own Confumption en- 
c1eafe fo wonderfully, and the vaft Return of Money 


it: Specie has even enrich’d the whole Nation of Por- _ 


tuguefe in Europe, which has alfo encreafed the De- 
mand of ManaikGoren for their Home-Confumption 
43 well, and for she'fame Reafon, as it has done in the 


Brafils, the Wealth and the Luxury of any Nation al- 
ways encreafing together. 

This Encreafe has been fo prodigiotts, that whereas 
about Twenty fout or -Twenty five Years ago they 
brought very little, it any Gold from the Brafils. The 
lat Fleet, which came from thence, if Fame lye not, 
and if the printed ‘Accouitts publith’d here, and all 
agreeing with one another may be credited, brought 
home above Ten Millions Sterling in Gold, hefides 
24000 Chefts of Sugar, 31000 great Rolls of Tobacco, 
61000 Hides, and fuch other Goods »as that Country 
produces. — 

Nor is this all, but we haye>a New Account by the 
laft Fleet, of more Mines.of Gold difcovered in the 
Brafils, for which the Difcoyerers offer to give the 
King 700004 |. Srerling, per Annum, clear of al] Char- 
ges for the King’s Part only; if this be true, it is not 
very likely that thofe People, who have made this 
Difcovery, will encreafe in Wealth and in Number, 
and make, as it were, a new Nation in that part of 
the Country, where the Treafure lies; for it feems it 
is very remote from the reft, and it is not very reafo- 
nable to expeét, that upon foch an Encreafe they will 
alfo fend for all manner of European Goods and Ma- 
nutactures for their Convenience, Neceflity and Plea- 
fure, and fo this Trade will fill enereafe prodigioutly, 
and perhaps be made, as it really bids fair to be, the 
greateft and the beft Trade inthe World. 

As this Trade to the Brafils has been encreafed, fo in 
Proportion has our Share in the Trade to Portugal en- 
creafed; and it would not be very hard to flate a 
Proportion between them ; and to fhaw that gradually 
as the Number &f Ships going yearly from Portugal to 
Brafil have encreafed, fo by a like Gradation, the 
Trade from this Nation to Portugal has encreafed, 
which would be a farther Evidence, that this has been 
the rrue Caufe of the Encreafe of chat Trade. 

But what Relation has all this to the little namelefs 
Affair ; for compared to thefe Things, it is not ro be 
nam, (viz.) the Clayfe of the Wine-Trade, what 
Shaye in this prodigious Encteafe can this Trifle, com- 
partively {peaking, pretendto? And how unfairly do 
thofe People ast, who would remove a 
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$ Ae. Hom their Caufes, and appropriate that to the Treaty 
iA?about the W 


~25- with it, 


ine-duty, which has nothing at all ro do 
and between which there is fuch a prodigious 
Difparity, that one is /no more to the other, than a 
little Brook to. an Armof the Sea. 

But to'make this yet appear more unreafonable, the 
MERCATOR asks another Queftion. The Trea- 
ty of Commerce with Portugal was made in the Year 
1703. Let them tell us, whether the Qoaniy of 
Wines which are a co from Portugal to England, 
have encreafed fince that time or not ? if they are, then 
likewife fome Encreafe” may -b¢’ fuppofed® to. have 
been made by that Jreaty am ©ur portations thi- 
her. 

But, on the other Hand, if we took off as many 

Wines from them before the Treaty as ever we have 

done fince, upon what Foundation will thefe Men pre- 

tend, that our, Trade. has been Encreafed by that 
reaty ? . f. ‘ So « ie ; 

. The MERCATOR thinks ‘he cannot eafily be 

miftaken here, yet to avoid it, he repeats his Argument 
riefly thus : ? 

, The Portugal Trade is-Encreafed in a very wenderful 

manner, but not in the leaft’by the Occafion’ of ‘this 

Treaty, but bythe egher Caufes mentioned above. 

That we took as many Wines “from Postugal before 
the Treaty,as ever we have done fince, will appear from 
the Exportations of every refpective Year,. for feveral 
Years together, both tefore and after the Treary, as it 
is taken out of the Cuftom-houfe ; and which is as 


tollows : 


An ACCOUNT of Wine Imported from Portugal 
_for Four Years before the Treaty with Portugal, 
and Four Years after, exclufive of the Year, when 
the Treaty was made, from the Years 1699 tothe 
Year 1707, excluding the Year 1703. 


Port London. Odut-Port. Total. 
1499 8017 Ton 685. 8703 














1750 6584 1703 ~ 8287 

1701 6372 1036 74°8 

1702 §069 857 6926 

1703 742 1842 4267_ not Reckoned 
1704 = 8164. 1763-9927 

1705 600 2444. 8450 

1706 3=- -: 3094, 1543 40627 

1707 7072 31936 900 





32022 


So that the Quantity of Wines for the: Four Years 
immediately before thé-Treaty, and for Four Years im- 
mediately after the Treaty, flood thus: 


For the Four Years before ——— 31324 Ton. 
For the Four Years after —— 32022 Ton. 


Encreafe after the Treaty 698 Ton. 


Whoever gives himfelf leave to read over this Scheme, 
will fee the Treaty had no manner of Influence on the 








Wine Tiade; the Truth is, it was not adapied to i- 

fluence it at all, for it was no ftipulation for any new 

thing, but for Confirming and Continuing,what wa: 

then in Praétice: So that to fay the Treaty altered the 
Cafe one way or other in their Wine Trade, was to fay 
nothing ; the Quantity was rather lefs fince that Treaty’ 
than it was before ic, if we would take in more. 
Years. 

A$ it influenced our Importation, of their Wine no- 
thing at all, fo neither could the Wine Trade produce 
any greater Demand of our Goods among them. 

All thatcan be alledg’d, is the Addition we obtain’d 
by haying our Woollen Cloths admitted into Portugal ; 
and tho this was’ confiderable in itfelf, had not the 
Quantity of other Goods we fent in the room of thofe 
Woollen Cloths, funk in proportion ; but as that was 
our Cafe, and which the MERCATOR, No. tio. 
has effectually proved, the opening that Article of 
Woollen Cloths, tho’ it was an Advantage IN the 
Trade, yet was really no Encreafe OF the Trade, the 
Value Exported being as great before,as it was after ; 
as appears by the Account of thofe Years from the 
Sn gas given in the faid MERCATOR, 

O. 119. 

So that here is very little to be boafted of as an Ad- 
dition to the, Trade, of which we can fay, that the 
Treaty is the Caule of it; for we have nothing to do 
here with any other Encreafe thanthar. If then the 
Oppofers would be faithful and be fair, and place the 
Improvements, which are Confequences in the Trade, 
to the proper Caufes, and diftinguifh them Rightly and 
Honeftly, Peaple would foon come to aright Under- 
fianding in the Cafe, and the Merits of the Treaty would 
ftand by themfelves, as the Merits of the Trade would 
alfo; and we fhould know One from the Other. 

But we are not to hope for any thing fo Honeft. as 
things go now ; for when People are difirefs’d for Mat- 
ter, and in want of clear Evidences, they muf either 
make ufe of fixch Shifts and Shams,as they can invent 
or elfe theit Caufe would fall to the ground, which at 
this time would be an‘irretrievable Blow to their other 
Defigns. And as this is a time,when every Twig is to 
be laid hold of to keep the Humours from finking, it 
can be noswonder , that fuch Abfurdities and falfe 7” 
ries are obtruded upon Mankind. 

The MERCATOR has but One thing to defire 
of thofe People,who are perfwaded to believe the vaft 
Advantages accruing to the Portugal Trade, and thro’ 
that to the Nation, by this Treaty; and this is. that 
they would learn to diftinguith between what are the 
Effects of the Treaty, and what are not; and ler not 2 
Sett of Enraged People, who are in alarm about the 
Portugal Trade, juft as the Silver-Smiths of Diana were, 
becaufe their Craft was in danger, perfwade them. that 
the Publick Good is concern’d in it more than really 
it is. 

The Portugal Merchants are a Branch of our Body of 
Traders, but they are not the whole; and if they will 
me the private Gain of their own Trades ifthe whole 

ation depended upon them, it is time the whole Na- 
tion were told,what they drive at, and let to fee, that 


= are other Branches to be taken care of as well as 
thefe. 
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